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Ken Griner of Georgia’s First Congres-
sional District for his 33 years of serv-
ice in television and his many con-
tributions to Savannah, Georgia. 

Over the duration of his successful 
career, Ken began as a studio camera 
operator, then worked his way to cov-
ering late nights as WTOC’s sports di-
rector, and eventually became the hall-
mark coanchor at The News at Day-
break in historic Savannah, Georgia. 

Ken’s energetic, warm, and bubbly 
personality made him an invaluable 
and universally loved person within the 
television community, and I have per-
sonally enjoyed listening to his re-
marks. 

Ken has always been known as a fan 
favorite; warm and friendly; a helpful 
coworker; and, above all, a loving per-
son of all people. He is a pillar in Sa-
vannah, and I am thankful for his 
many years of dedicated work in media 
and for his whole-hearted investment 
in his community. I hold Ken in the 
highest regard and I wish him the best 
of luck in his future endeavors. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO MACK MATTINGLY 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to recognize Senator 
Mack Mattingly, who celebrated his 
90th birthday on January 7. Mack car-
ries a long list of accomplishments and 
prestigious titles and awards, but his 
heart for public service stands out the 
most. 

In the early 1950s, Mack served our 
country for 4 years in the United 
States Air Force and was stationed at 
Hunter Army Airfield in Savannah, 
Georgia. He first became active in poli-
tics in 1964, when he served as chair-
man of U.S. Senator Barry Goldwater’s 
campaign for President in Georgia’s 
First Congressional District. 

In 1980, Mack defeated longtime 
Democratic Senator Herman Talmadge 
and served in the Senate from January 
1981 until January 1987. Mack was the 
first Republican to serve in the United 
States Senate from Georgia since Re-
construction. 

In his post-Senatorial campaign, 
President Reagan appointed Mack to 
serve as assistant secretary-general for 
defense support for NATO in Brussels, 
Belgium. He was later appointed as am-
bassador to Seychelles by President 
George Bush. Mack has contributed 
greatly to Georgia and to the United 
States as a whole through all the posi-
tions he held. 

I am thankful for his amazing life, 
and I wish him and his family the best 
in years to come. 

HONORING STEPHEN TOOTLE 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to remember and honor 
Stephen Tootle of Savannah, Georgia, 
who recently passed away at the age of 
32 on December 20. 

Stephen was a man of remarkable 
character and a giving heart, who knew 
no stranger. He and his family were 
engrained in the local Savannah com-
munity, and everyone who knew him 
recognized his light-hearted person-
ality and passion for the outdoors. 

He was a 2006 graduate of Benedictine 
Military School and would go on to at-
tend the University of Georgia, where 
he was a member of the Lambda Chi 
Alpha fraternity. During this time, he 
made many lifelong friends. He grad-
uated from the University of Georgia 
in 2010, with a degree in risk manage-
ment and insurance, before he returned 
to his hometown of Savannah and 
worked as a commercial fisherman in 
his family’s crabbing business. 

Stephen was known as someone who 
saw the good in everyone and every-
thing and had a heart of gold. He also 
had a way of making anyone he met 
laugh. He was a courageous fighter who 
battled addiction, and I know his story 
will continue to touch many lives. 

Stephen leaves behind a wonderful, 
loving family who raised Stephen to be 
the amazing person he was, and I am 
thankful for the life he lived. My 
thoughts and prayers are with his fam-
ily, friends, and all who knew him dur-
ing this most difficult time. 
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REMEMBERING HAWAII COUNTY 
MAYOR WILLIAM ‘‘BILLY’’ P. 
KENOI 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Hawaii (Mr. KAHELE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KAHELE. Mr. Speaker, my 
ohana is from the last native Hawaiian 
fishing village in Hawaii, Milolii. You 
have likely never heard of Milolii, and 
if you haven’t heard of the small fish-
ing village of Milolii, then you prob-
ably haven’t heard of Kalapana. 

Kalapana, like Milolii, is an ocean 
community, but Kalapana sits in the 
shadow of the volcano Kilauea. For 
decades, this area has been shaped by 
the various destructive lava flows that 
have flowed through; but no matter 
how many times this happened, the 
people of Kalapana remained resilient 
and proud of their community. 

Mr. Speaker, I can think of no one 
who embodied the pride and resilience 
of being Kalapana born and raised than 
William Punapaia’alaikahala Kenoi, 
known to most as Hawaii Island Mayor 
Billy Kenoi. Billy Kenoi would proudly 
talk about the papaya fields of 
Kalapana and the mentors who helped 
him see the world outside of them. 
Their inspiration took him from the 
slopes of Kilauea to the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst. 

From there, the boy from Kalapana 
walked with reverence through these 
very Halls, which he regarded as a 
heiau, or spiritual center of democracy, 
as a congressional intern with the leg-
endary Senator Daniel K. Inouye. He 
then went on to attend the William S. 
Richardson School of Law at the Uni-
versity of Hawaii at Manoa. 

As he moved through his career, he 
remained that same resilient and proud 
kid from Kalapana. He worked for jus-
tice as a public defender with indigent 
clients. He moved home to Hawaii Is-
land as a public servant, dedicated to 
helping his island weather the crystal 

meth crisis that was ravaging our com-
munities. His leadership in crisis, born 
of the lava flows and fields of 
Kalapana, eventually translated to 
leadership at the island level, when he 
was elected as Hawaii County mayor in 
2008. 

Nobody could deny Billy’s charm, 
keen political drive, and charismatic 
leadership. And for all his high-level 
leadership and larger-than-life person-
ality, he left his mark in the individual 
interactions he had with people, always 
kind and authentic. Some of us had the 
fortune of getting to know him as a 
friend. For me, he was also a mentor. 

I will always remember Martin Lu-
ther King Day 2016, because it was the 
day my father had a heart attack and 
passed away a week later. In the cha-
otic hours after he passed, there were 
too many calls and texts of support to 
count and certainly too many to an-
swer. Despite all of this, one person’s 
grief persisted and pierced through the 
profound grief: Billy Kenoi. 

Billy called, asked where I was, and 
told me to come to the State Capitol. 
He said, ‘‘It was time.’’ I didn’t know 
what he meant by that. My father had 
just passed, but when Billy spoke, I lis-
tened. When a man who was once a boy 
from Kalapana calls you in the middle 
of a family crisis, you know that he 
summons with it the resilience and 
strength of an island community that 
persisted through lava flow after lava 
flow. 

I went to the State Capitol, to the 
desk of my father in the State Senate, 
surrounded by his colleagues, and my 
life was forever changed. Five years to 
the day after he passed, Billy Kenoi 
went into po himself, and he crossed 
into the afterlife. He left behind a 
beautiful wife, Takako, and three chil-
dren, Justin, Liam, and Mahina. He 
was only 52. And like my father, he was 
too important a leader to lose too soon. 

Billy was the personification of 
Kalapana. No matter what change life 
threw at him, he embraced it with 
pride, resilience, and a sense of humor. 
As Hawaii is now altered by the pass-
ing of this leader, we will conjure his 
spirit and the spirit of Kalapana. We 
will remember the boy from Kalapana 
who became the incomparable leader 
Billy Kenoi. 

Colleagues, I leave you with words 
from his final speech—and he was fa-
mous for speeches—to remember him 
and take us to a more resilient and 
prouder future: If impossible is noth-
ing, then everything is possible. 
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JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS IN 
SANCTUARY CITIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. BUDD) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I am here to 
talk for just a moment about law and 
order. I am here to talk about how we 
as a body can prevent more needless 
tragedies in our country. I am here to 
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